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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims, in which claims 15-19, 35-38, and 50-51 are canceled without prejudice, 
will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 



L (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube, at least one of said catheter tube and said inner medical element being 
remotely controllable to form a curve in the distal end thereof, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position, said moving step occurring with the distal end of the inner 
element disposed distally of the distal tip of the catheter tube; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter by remotely 
controllin g the distal end of at least one of the catheter tube and the inner medical element to 
form a curve therein such that the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shape; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 
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2. (original) The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy, 

3. (currently amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the inner medical 
element is remotely controllable to assume curved configurations, said shaping step including 
manipulating the di s t a l end of the inner medical element bv remote control to form a curved 
confieuration. 

4. (original) The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein one of the inner medical element 
and the catheter tube has a preformed curve in the distal end thereof. 

5. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable in use with 
respect to the catheter tube, said catheter tube having a curve preformed in the distal end of the 
catheter tube, said inner medical element being remotely controllable to assume curved 
configurations, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shap e, said shap ing step inclnHmp 
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manipulating the distal end of the inner m edical element bv remote control to form a curved 
configuration : 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 

6. (original) The method as set forth in claim 5 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

7. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube, said catheter tube having a preformed curve in the distal end of the catheter 
tube having a first radius of curvature, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shape in which the distal end of the 
inner medical element has a second radius of curvature, said desired shape being one of a 
plurality of possible sha pes the distal end of the combination catheter can take, t he distal ends of 
both the catheter tube and the inner medical element being defined as extending proximally, 
measured from the extreme distal tip of each, only a distance not substantially greater than three 
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times the smaller of the first and second radii of curvature; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element 

8. (original) The method as set forth in claim 7 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

9. (currently amended) The method as set forth in claim 7 wherein the inner medical 
element is remotely controllable to assume curved configuration s, said shaping step including 



manipulati ng the distal end of th e inner m edical element bv remote control to form a curved 



configuration . 

10. (original) The method as set forth in claim 7 wherein the inner medical element has a 
preformed curve in the distal end thereof. 

11. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube, said catheter tube having a preformed curve in the distal end of the catheter 
tube having a first arc length, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
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the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shape in which the inner medical 
element has a second arc length, said desired shape being one of a plurality of possible shapes the 
distal end o f the combination catheter can tah;e, the distal ends of both the catheter tube and the 
inner medical element being defined as extending proximally, measured from the extreme distal 
tip of each, only a distance not substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and 




second arc lengths; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 
12. (original) The method as set forth in claim 11 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 



13. (currently amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein the inner medical 
element is remotely controllable to assume curved configuration s, said shaping step incliiHinfl 
manipul ating the distal end of the inner medical element bv remote control to form a curved 
wnfiguratjon. 

14. (original) The method as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein the inner medical element has a 
preformed curve in the distal end thereof 

15. (canceled) 
] 6. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 

19. (canceled) 

20. (currently amended) A method of manipulating the shape of a combination catheter in 
a human body comprising: 

inserting a catheter tube into a human body, said catheter tube having a wall and an 
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internal lumen extending substantially through the length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube 
having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end and a distal end, said catheter tube further 
having remote control apparatus extending from the proximal end of the catheter tube for 
deflecting the distal end of the catheter tube; 

disposing an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner 
medical element having a distal end preformed in a curved configuration independent of the 
catheter tube, said catheter tube and said inner medical element constituting a combination 
catheter; 

imaging the combination catheter while it is in the human body; 

modifying the shape of the distal end of the combination catheter during imaging by 
relative manipulation of the inner medical element and the outer catheter tub e, said shaping step 
including manipulating the distal end of the catheter tube by remote control to form a curved 
configuration . 

21 . (original) The method as set forth in claim 20 wherein the inner medical element and 
the outer catheter tube are fixed in place with respect to each other once the shape of the distal 
end of the combination catheter is modified. 

22. (original) The method as set forth in claim 20 wherein the imaging is done 
fluoroscopically. 

23. (currently amended) A method of manipulating the shape of a combination catheter in 
a human body comprising: 

inserting a catheter tube into a human body, said catheter tube having a wall and an 
internal lumen extending substantially through the length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube 



PAGE 10/44 ' RCVD AT 11/11/2003 3:47:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 * DNIS:7468000* CSID:3144801505 'DURATION (mm-ss):1(M4 



' 11/11V2003 15:50 FAX 3144801505 



0011 



Appl.No. 09/931,562 
Aindt Dated November 1 1, 2003 
Reply to Office action of May 12, 2003 

having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end and a distal end, said catheter tube further 
having a preformed curve in the distal end of the catheter tube; 

disposing an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner 
medical element having remote control apparatus for selectively forming curved configurations of 
the inner medical element independent of the catheter tube, said catheter tube and said inner 
medical element constituting a combination catheter; 

imaging the combination catheter while it is in the human body; 

modifying the shape of the distal end of the combination catheter during imaging by 
relative manipulation of the inner medical element and the outer catheter tube, said modifying of 
the shape including axial movement of the inner medical element with respect to the catheter tube 
during operation and manipu lating the distal end of the inner medical element bv remote control 
to form a curved configuration 

24. (original) The method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the inner medical element and 
the outer catheter tube are fixed in place with respect to each other once the shape of the distal 
end of the combination catheter is modified. 

25. (original) The method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the imaging is done 
fluoroscopically. 

26. (currently amended) A method of manipulating the shape of a combination catheter in 
a human body comprising: 

inserting a catheter tube into a human body, said catheter tube having an internal lumen 
extending substantially through the length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube having an 
outside diameter sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the human body, 
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said catheter tube having a proximal end and a distal end, said catheter tube further having remote 
control apparatus extending from the proximal end of the catheter tube for deflecting the distal 
end of the catheter tube; 

disposing an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner 
medical element having a distal end remotely formable in a curved configuration independent of 
the catheter tube, said catheter tube and said inner medical element constituting a combination 
catheter; 




imaging the combination catheter while it is disposed in the human body; 

modifying the shape of the distal end of the combination catheter during imaging by 
relative manipulation of the inner medical element and the outer catheter tube and manipulating 
the distal end of the catheter tube by remote control to form a curved configuration . 



27. (original) The method as set forth in claim 26 wherein the inner medical element and 
the outer catheter tube are fixed in place with respect to each other once the shape of the distal 
end of the combination catheter is modified. 

28. (original) The method as set forth in claim 26 wherein the imaging is done 
fluoroscopically. 

29. (currently amended) A method of manipulating the shape of a combination catheter in 
a human body comprising: 

inserting a catheter tube into a human body, said catheter tube having a wall and an 
internal lumen extending substantially through the length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube 
having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end and a distal end, said catheter tube further 
having a preformed curve in the distal end of the catheter tube, said preformed curve having a 
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first radius of curvature; 

disposing an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner 
medical element having a distal end with a preformed curve, said preformed curve having a 
second radius of curvature, said catheter tube and said inner medical element constituting a 
combination catheter; 

the distal end of the catheter tube being defined as extending proximally from the extreme 
distal tip of the catheter tube only a distance not substantially greater than three times the smaller 
of the first and second radii of curvature, the distal end of the inner medical element being 
defined as extending proximally from the extreme distal tip of the inner medical element only a 
distance not substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second radii of 
curvature; 

imaging the combination catheter while it is in the human body; 

modifying the shape of the distal end of the combination catheter during imaging by 
relative manipulation of the inner medical element and the outer catheter tube to form a desired 
' shape, said desired shape being one o f a plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the 
combination catheter can take . 

30. (original) The method as set forth in claim 29 wherein the inner medical element and 
the outer catheter tube are fixed in place with respect to each other once the shape of the distal 
end of the combination catheter is modified. 

31. (original) The method as set forth in claim 29 wherein the imaging is done 
fluoroscopically. 

32. (currently amended) A method of manipulating the shape of a combination catheter in 
a human body comprising: 
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inserting a catheter tube into a human body, said catheter tube having a wall and an 
internal lumen extending substantially through the length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube 
having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end and a distal end, said catheter tube further 
having a preformed curve in the distal end of the catheter tube, said preformed curve having a 
first arc length; 

disposing an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner 
medical element having a distal end with a preformed curve, said preformed curve having a 
second arc length, said catheter tube and said inner medical element constituting a combination 
catheter, 

the distal end of the catheter tube being defined as extending proximally from the extreme 
distal tip of the catheter tube only a distance not substantially greater than three times the smaller 
of the first and second arc lengths, the distal end of the inner medical element being defined as 
extending proximally from the extreme distal tip of the inner medical element only a distance not 
substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second arc lengths; 
imaging the combination catheter while it is in the human body; 

modifying the shape of the distal end of the combination catheter during imaging by 
relative manipulation of the inner medical element and the outer catheter tube to form a desired 
shape, said desired shap e being one of a plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the 
combination catheter can take . 

33. (original) The method as set forth in claim 32 wherein the inner medical element and 
the outer catheter tube arc fixed in place with respect to each other once the shape of the distal 
end of the combination catheter is modified. 
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34. (original) The method as set forth in claim 32 wherein the imaging is done 
fhioroscopically. 

35. (canceled) 

36. (canceled) 

37. (canceled) 

38. (canceled) 

39. (withdrawn) A combination catheter comprising: 

a catheter tube having a wall and an internal lumen extending substantially through the 
\J length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that 
the catheter tube may be inserted into the human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end 
and a distal end, the distal end being capable of assuming a curved configuration; 

an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner medical 
element having a proximal end and a distal end, said distal end being capable of assuming a 
curved configuration independent of the catheter tube, said catheter tube and inner medical 
element together constituting a combination catheter; 

at least one of said catheter tube and said inner medical element further having remote 
control means extending from the proximal end thereof for deflecting the distal end thereof to 
form said curved configuration; 

said combination catheter being composed of at least one material suitable for imaging 
while the combination catheter is disposed in a human body, so that the shape of the combination 
catheter may be modified in the human body under examination by imaging; 

said inner medical element being axially movable with respect to the catheter tube during 
operation. 
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40. (withdrawn) The combination catheter as set forth in claim 39 wherein the catheter 
tube is remotely controllable to form said curved configuration. 

41. (withdrawn) The combination catheter as set forth in claim 39 wherein the inner 
medical element has a preformed curve in its distal portion. 

42. (withdrawn) The combination catheter as set forth in claim 39 wherein the inner 
medical element is remotely controllable to form said curved configuration. 



43. (withdrawn) The combination catheter as set forth in claim 39 wherein the catheter 



a catheter tube having a wall and an internal lumen extending substantially through the 
length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that 
the catheter tube may be inserted into the human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end 
and a distal end, the distal end having a first curve preformed therein, said first curve having a 
first radius of curvature; 

an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner medical 
element having a proximal end and a distal end, said distal end having a second curve preformed 
therein, said second curve having a second radius of curvature, said catheter tube and inner 
medical element together constituting a combination catheter; 

the distal ends of both the catheter tube and the inner medical element being defined as 
extending proximally, measured from the extreme distal tip of each, only a distance not 
substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second radii of curvature; 

said combination catheter being composed of at least one material suitable for imaging 
while the combination catheter is disposed in a human body, so that the shape of the combination 
1549331 13 



PAGE 16/44 * RCVD AT 1 1/1 1/2003 3:47:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2ft " DNIS:7468000 * CS1D:3144801505 * DURATION (mm-ss):M 



V tube has a preformed curve in its distal portion. 



44. (withdrawn) A combination catheter comprising: 



11/11>2003 15:52 FAX 3144801505 



SI017 



Appl. No. 09/931,562 

Amdt Dated November 1 1, 2003 

Reply to Office action of May 12, 2003 

catheter may be modified in the human body under examination by imaging, 

45. (withdrawn) A combination catheter comprising: 

a catheter tube having a wall and an internal lumen extending substantially through the 
length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that 
the catheter tube may be inserted into the human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end 
and a distal end, the distal end having a first curve preformed therein having a first arc length; 

an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner medical 
element having a proximal end and a distal end, said distal end having a second curve preformed 
therein having a second arc length, said catheter tube and inner medical element together 
constituting a combination catheter; 

the distal ends of both the catheter tube and the inner medical element being defined as 
extending proximaily, measured from the extreme distal tip of each, only a distance not 
substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second arc lengths; 

said combination catheter being composed of at least one material suitable for imaging 
while the combination catheter is disposed in a human body, so that the shape of the combination 
catheter may be modified in the human body under examination by imaging, 

46, (withdrawn) A combination catheter comprising: 

a catheter tube having a wall and an internal lumen extending substantially through the 
length of the catheter tube, said catheter tube having an outside diameter sufficiently small so that 
the catheter tube may be inserted into the human body, said catheter tube having a proximal end 
and a distal end, the distal end having a first curve preformed therein; 

an inner medical element disposed in the lumen of the catheter tube, said inner medical 
element having a proximal end and a distal end, said distal end having a second curve preformed 
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therein, said catheter tube and inner medical element together constituting a combination catheter; 

the smaller of the first and second curves defining a volume generated by mathematically 
rotating the smaller curve about an axis of that curve which overlaps at least part of the tube or 
element containing the larger curve; 

said combination catheter being composed of at least one material suitable for imaging 
while the combination catheter is disposed in a human body, so that the shape of the combination 
catheter may be modified in the human body under examination by imaging. 

47. (withdrawn) The combination catheter as set forth in claim 46 wherein said volume 
overlaps at least part of the larger curve. 

48. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube having a first curve preformed in the distal end thereof, said first curve having 
a first radius of curvature, said catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may 
be inserted into the human body and having a lumen in which the inner medical element is 
disposed, said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen, having a second curve 
preformed in the distal end thereof, and being axially movable with respect to the catheter tube, 
said second curve having a second radius of curvature, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging, by manipulating the 
distal end of the combination catheter such that the distal end of the combination catheter takes a 
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desired shape, said desired shape being one of a plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the 
combination catheter can take : 

the distal ends of both the catheter tube and the inner medical element being defined as 
extending proximally, measured from the extreme distal tip of each, only a distance not 
substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second radii of curvature; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging. 

49. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube having a first curve preformed in the distal end thereof, said first curve having 
a first arc length, said catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be 
inserted into the human body and having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen, having a second curve preformed in the 
distal end thereof, and being axially movable with respect to the catheter tube, said second curve 
having a second arc length, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging, by manipulating the 
distal end of the combination catheter such that the distal end of the combination catheter takes a 
desired shape, said desired shape being one of a plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the 
combination catheter can take : 

the distal ends of both the catheter tube and the inner medical element being defined as 
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extending proximally, measured from the extreme distal tip of each, only a distance not 
substantially greater than three times the smaller of the first and second arc lengths; 
verifying the desired shape by imaging. 

50. (cancelled) 

51. (cancelled) 

52. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having a polymeric 
inner medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube, at least one of said catheter tube and said polymeric inner medical element 
being remotely controllable to form a curve in the distal end thereof, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the polymeric inner medical element in a 
passage in the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the polymeric inner medical element while said tube and 
medical element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shape, said desired shape being one of a 
plurality of possible shapes the distal end o f the combination catheter can take, said shap ing 
including manipulating the distal end of at least o n e of the inner medical element and the catheter 
tube by rem ote control to form a curved configuration: 
1549331 j 7 

PAGE 20/44 1 RCVD AT 1 1111/2003 3:47:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 ■ DN1S:7468000 ' CSID:3144801505' DURATION (mm-ss):1044 




' 11/11/2003 15:53 FAX 3144801505 



0021 



Appl.No. 09/93 l s 562 

AmdL Dated November 1 1, 2003 

Reply to Office action of May 12. 2003 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 

53. (original) The method as set forth in claim 52 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

54. (currently amended) The method as set forth in claim 52 wherein the inner medical 
element is remotely controllable to assume curved configurations , said shaping step including 
remotely controllingjthe inner medical element to assume a curved configuration . 




55. (original) The method as set forth in claim 52 wherein one of the inner medical 
element and the catheter tube has a preformed curve in the distal end thereof. 



J\J 56. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 

medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube during operation, at least one of said catheter tube and said inner medical 
element being remotely controllable to form a curve in the distal end thereof said method 
comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 

shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shape, said desired shape being one of a 
1549331 18 

PAGE 21/44 * RCVDAT 11/11/2003 3:47:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2I1 " DNIS:7468000 * CS1D:3144801505* DURATION (mm-ss):1044 



11/11/2003 15:53 FA! 31448015 



@022 




Appl.No. 097931,562 
Amdt Dated November 1 1, 2003 
Reply to Office action of May 12, 2003 

plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the combination catheter can take, s aid manipulating 
step including moving the inner medical element axially with respect to the catheter tube; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 

57. (original) The method as set forth in claim 56 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

58. (original) The method as set forth in claim 56 wherein the inner medical element is 
remotely controllable to assume curved configurations. 

59. (original) The method as set forth in claim 56 wherein one of the inner medical 
element and the catheter tube has a prefonned curve in the distal end thereof. 

60. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said catheter tube lumen, said inner medical element 
having a lumen extending therethrough for passage of fluid between the proximal end and the 
distal end of the combination catheter, said inner medical element further being axially movable 
with respect to the catheter tube, at least one of said catheter tube and said inner medical element 
being remotely controllable to form a curve in the distal end thereof, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 
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shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 

the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 

the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shap e, said desired shape beinp one of a 

plurality of possible sh apes the distal end of the combination catheter can take; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element; 

passing fluid through the lumen of the inner medical element. 

6L (original) The method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

62. (original) The method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the inner medical element is 
remotely controllable to assume curved configurations. 

63. (original) The method as set forth in claim 60 wherein one of the inner medical 
element and the catheter tube has a preformed curve in the distal end thereof. 

64. (currently amended) A method of shaping a combination catheter having an inner 
medical element and an outer catheter tube in which the inner medical element is disposed, said 
outer catheter tube being sufficiently small so that the catheter tube may be inserted into the 
human body, said catheter tube having a lumen in which the inner medical element is disposed, 
said inner medical element being disposed in said lumen and being axially movable with respect 
to the catheter tube, said catheter tube being remotely controllable to form a curve in the distal 
end of the catheter tube, said method comprising the steps of: 

moving the combination of the catheter tube and the inner medical element in a passage in 
the human body to a desired position; 

imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element while said tube and medical 
element are disposed in the human body; 
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shaping the distal end of the combination catheter, during imaging of the catheter tube and 
the inner medical element, by manipulating the distal end of the combination catheter such that 
the distal end of the combination catheter takes a desired shap e, said desired shape being one of a 
plurality of possible shapes the distal end of the combination catheter can take, said shaping 
including manipulating the distal end of the catheter tube bv remote control to form a curved 
u configuration ; 

verifying the desired shape by imaging the catheter tube and the inner medical element. 

65. (original) The method as set forth in claim 64 wherein the imaging is done by 
fluoroscopy. 

66. (original) The method as set forth in claim 64 wherein the inner medical element is 
remotely controllable to assume curved configurations. 

67. (original) The method as set forth in claim 64 wherein the inner medical element has a 
preformed curve in the distal end thereof 
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